From: Schwartz, Rebecca
Sent: Wednesday, March 3, 2021 2:02 PM
To: Michael Francis
Subject: Cannabis

Good afternoon Mayor,
As per our conversation on Monday, below please find the response I received from the
Governor’s Counsel’s Office regarding usage by minors:
“The legislation states that, for a first offense, law enforcement shall not provide a
parent/guardian a written notification that the minor violated the underage law. For subsequent
offenses, law enforcement must provide parent/guardian notification.”

(a) for a first violation, a written warning issued by a law enforcement officer to
the underage person. The written warning shall include the person’s name, address,
and date of birth, and a copy of the warning containing this information, plus a sworn
statement that includes a description of the relevant facts and circumstances that
support the officer’s determination that the person committed the violation, shall be
temporarily maintained in accordance with this section only for the purposes of
determining a second or subsequent violation subject to the consequences set forth
in subparagraph (b) or (c) of this paragraph. Notwithstanding the provisions of
section 3 of P.L.1991, c.169 (C.33:1-81.1a) concerning written notification of a
violation of this section by a person under 18 years of age to the parent, guardian or
other person having legal custody of the underage person, a written notification shall
not be provided pursuant to that section for a first violation of this paragraph.
(b) for a second violation, a written warning issued by a law enforcement officer
to the underage person indicating that a second violation has occurred, which
includes the person’s name, address, and date of birth. If the violation is by a person
18 years of age or older, the officer shall provide the person with informational
materials about how to access community services provided by public or pr ivate
agencies and organizations that shall assist the person with opportunities to access
further social services, including but not limited to counseling, tutoring programs,
mentoring services, and faith-based or other community initiatives. If the violation
is by a person under 18 years of age, a written notification concerning the second
violation, along with a copy of the written warning for the person’s first violation,
shall be provided to the parent, guardian or other person having legal custody of the
underage person in accordance with section 3 of P.L.1991, c.169 (C.33:181.1a). The written notification shall include the same or similar informational
materials about how to access community services provided by public or private
agencies and organizations as those provided directly by a law enforcement officer

to a person 18 years of age or older who commits a second violation of this
paragraph. A copy of the second written warning to the underage person, and, if
applicable, the written notification to the parent, guardian or other person having
legal custody of the underage person concerning the second warning, plus a sworn
statement that includes a description of the relevant facts and circumstances that
support the officer’s determination that the person committed the second violation,
shall be temporarily maintained in accordance with this section only for the purposes
of determining a subsequent violation subject to the consequences set forth in
subparagraph (c) of this paragraph.
(c) for a third or subsequent violation, a write-up issued by a law enforcement
officer to the underage person indicating that a third or subsequent violation has
occurred, which includes the person’s name, address, and date of birth. If the
violation is by a person 18 years of age or older, the officer shall include with the
write-up a referral for accessing community services provided by a public or private
agency or organization, and provide notice to that agency or organization of the
referral which may also be used to initiate contact with the person, and the agency
or organization shall offer assistance to the person with opportunities to access
further social services, including but not limited to counseling, tutoring programs,
mentoring services, and faith-based or other community initiatives. If the violation
is by a person under 18 years of age, a written notification concerning the third or
subsequent violation shall be provided to the parent, guardian or other person having
legal custody of the underage person in accordance with section 3 of P.L.1991, c.169
(C.33:1-81.1a). The written notification shall include a referral for the person and
the parent, guardian or other person having legal custody of the underage person for
accessing community services provided by a public or private agency or
organization, and provide notice to that agency or organization of the referral which
may also then be used to initiate contact with both persons, and the agency or
organization shall offer assistance to both with opportunities to access further social
services, including counseling, tutoring programs, mentoring services, and faith based or other community initiatives. A copy of a write-up for a third or subsequent
violation, the written notification to the parent, guardian or other person having legal
custody of the underage person, if applicable, and accompanying referrals, plus a
sworn statement that includes a description of the relevant facts and circumstances
that support the officer’s determination that the person committed the third or
subsequent violation, shall be temporarily maintained in accordance with this section
only to the extent necessary to track referrals to agencies and organizations, as well
as for the purposes of determining a subsequent violation subject to the
consequences set forth in this subparagraph.
Please let me know if you need any additional information.

Sincerely,
Rebecca Schwartz
Senior Aide to the Governor
Office of Governor Philip D. Murphy
State of New Jersey
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